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CENTER TOWNSHIP — In the straight-
laced world of art, there’s often a few
rebels who push the boundaries of good
taste and generate controversy.

Well, the Indiana County Solid Waste
Authority is hosting one trashy art show. 

Just don’t expect any protesters. 
Since August, the recycling center has

showcased “Animals In Your Trash,” an ex-
hibit featuring sculptures made primarily
from post-consumer waste plastic, and
it’s meant to educate, not agitate.   

Twenty-one students from the three-di-
mensional design course at Indiana Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania created fish, birds
and dinosaurs from discarded containers
and a few screws, bolts and rivets. 

Made mostly out of laundry detergent
containers, the sculptures showcase a
rainbow of bright colors and a variety of
sizes, from fish pins only a few inches
wide to “Dino Bike,” an approximately 8-
foot-long brontosaurus/bicycle by Patr-
ick Camut. 

“Animals” grew out of the work of Char-
lotte, N.C.-based artist David Edgar. 

Steve Loar, who teaches the three-di-
mensional design course, saw Edgar’s
work at a craft school in North Carolina,
and eventually secured a grant to bring
Edgar to IUP for a one-week workshop in
November 2007. 

“His attitude is that he’s sort of spread-
ing the word about this art form,” Loar
said.

Edgar taught the students his tech-
nique, which he describes as “reverse
origami,” and then guided them through
their first fish projects. 

Students in the fall semester then set
out to create a project invoking a bird in
the final weeks of the course. In the spring
semester, students set out to make sculp-
tures inspired by dinosaurs. 

Edgar is currently working on a book,
“Fantastic Plastic,” for Lark Publishers
that will explore the uses of recycled ma-
terials in art. 

Loar submitted photos of several stu-
dents’ works for possible inclusion in the
text. 

“A lot of my impetus is to try to get
people thinking about what we’re creat-
ing and then putting in landfills,” Loar
said. 

Students began the course by learning
creative problem solving techniques
and honing their cutting and building
skills.

Loar explained a typical brainstorming
session as two or three minutes of putting
aside grown-up assumptions about
what’s possible and thinking of any op-
tions to fix a problem. 

“Most of your responses are really stu-

pid, but you’re looking for the one gold
nugget,” he said.

When it came time to make an animal,
he said students mainly just began work-
ing with the plastic, forgoing typical plan-
ning methods of other sculptors.

“There can be sketching, but most peo-
ple just attack the material, and it’s very
physical,” he said.

The usual tools for the project included
utility knives, scissors, tin snips, heat guns
and hole punches.

“The kids came and went dumpster div-
ing, and they had a blast,” said Vikki Salts-
man, office manager and public educa-
tion coordinator at the center. “We all
did.”

Normally, Saltsman would look up from
her desk and see a bare wall in the hall-
way. Now, the 25-foot long, vivid display
occupies the space. 

“It’s made them (the students) very con-
scientious that what they throw away has
more uses than just going into landfill,”
she said. 

Saltsman often gives tours of the facility
to schoolchildren, and said the accessibil-
ity of the material, and the durability of
the plastic, makes it appealing.

“Kids think this is the greatest thing
since chunky peanut butter,” she said.

Loar said recycling center workers
would set aside unique pieces of trash,
and he was surprised at the enthusiasm
exhibited by students who rifled through
the recycling bins. The prevalence of dis-
carded plastic made the 3-D class much
more economical for students, who often
pay more than $100 for supplies in other
classes.

“It’s very playful and most of contempo-
rary art is not playful,” said Loar, who is
also the director for IUP’s Center for Turn-
ing and Furniture Design. 

He retired in May 2005 as a professor at
Rochester Institute of Technology in New
York and said he was humbled when he
attempted to build a plastic swan one
weekend and failed.

Roxanne Hotaling, 19, showed such a
knack for making trash animals that one
of her dinosaurs earned a place next to
the remains of real dinosaurs. 

She made a dilophosaur, best known as
the spitting dinosaur from “Jurassic
Park,” that was auctioned during a bene-
fit gala associated with the ongoing “Lost
World of Sea Creatures and Meat Eaters”
exhibit, which is currently running at the
IUP University Museum. 

The plastic reminded her of “colorful,
fun kids’ toys,” and Hotaling, an art edu-
cation major from York, aimed to make an
equally playful design, creating “doggy
dinos” — artwork with movable joints
that resembled a small pet.

“Basically my first piece was almost
sculpturally like a toy, kind of like an in-

teractive plastic sculpture,” she said. 
Some of her pieces were built from trash

she created. 
Now while shopping, Hotaling said she’s

looking for colors rather than brand
names, and she’s hoarding some of the
items she would typically recycle. 

“Now, it’s ‘Well, do I want to take that to
the recycling plant or do I want to keep it
and use it in a piece?’” she said.

Ben Shulman, 20, of Pittsburgh, said
he’ll never look at a detergent bottle the
same way.

“They definitely are interesting, espe-
cially when you apply the heat gun to
them,” he said. “It’s almost like they have
a mind of their own. Anything can hap-
pen with plastic. Heat gun plus a deter-
gent bottle equals a whole new piece of
art.”

In the fall semester, Shulman, a studio
art major, created “Shark” mostly out of a
purple Sun detergent bottle. He fused
pieces of plastic with a heat gun to make
gills, and etched stripes into the body
using a Dremel tool. 

Shulman said he wanted to be a “junk
artist” since he was a young and saw a
segment on the PBS children’s series
“Reading Rainbow.” Using Pringles tubes,
he made the “Star Trek” Enterprise Shul-
man is also making sculptures from dis-
carded twist ties he collected from Foster
Dining Hall.

“People get a different understanding of
what they throw out, and what it can be,”
Shulman said about the “Animals” proj-
ect. 

That understanding is not just confined
to Loar’s classroom. His wife, Kim, is the
chairman of the fine arts department at
The Kiski School and also has her stu-
dents making art from trash. Loar said the
activity director at Rose Haven Personal
Care Home in White Township has ex-
pressed interest in introducing the tech-
nique to residents, and he’s exploring an
artist-in-residency program at the recy-
cling center that would allow students to
build a large sculpture in an unused part
of the building. 

He may also take a small group of stu-
dents to the Andros Islands in the Ba-
hamas in the summer, where they could
create art from trash that has been litter-
ing the beaches and teach others the “An-
imals In Your Trash” technique. 

“It just seems so right for us to be in-
volved in it,” Hotaling said. “… It’s free,
and it’s washing up on the beaches, and
they have no idea what to do with it.”

‘ANIMALS IN YOUR TRASH’
When: 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through

Friday until Dec. 19
Where: Indiana County Solid Waste Authority

lobby along Route 119 in Center Township
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STEVE LOAR/submitted photos
MADE MOSTLY out of laundry detergent containers that have been thrown away, the sculptures of fish, birds and dinosaurs 
showcase a rainbow of bright colors and a variety of sizes.
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